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This book contains a brief history of linguistics, schools and theonies of
linguistics, branches of linguistics, and linguistics in relation 1o the
reaching of English as a Foreign Language (EFL). The reason which
triggers the author to write this book is the fact that students of English
Language Education need a short, but clear explanation aboul
linguistics especially dealing with some aspects which are close to
ing. Especially for students who are still in the beginning,
which were writtén in a VeEry simple
the materials. In the curniculum
nees of linguistics are very
to read

Janguage teach
semesters, they need books

language so that they can easily digest

of English Language Education, the substa
d in limited courses so that students need more Tme

often offere
more materials on linguistics independently.
This book, which is designed for the students in English Language

Education, addresscs brief, but complete :deas on lingaistics. The

languages used in this book are easy to digest for such students and in
every chapter of this book is given learning activities where the students

can answer the given questions with the help of a glossary list, 0 mal
the students can easily learn linguistics by themselves after reading this

book.
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Criuapiter |
Linguistic As A Science:
The Scope And The History

As a science, Linguistics is the inquiry of the human language. The
scope of this study includes all aspects of language, such as its physical
forms (phones, morphs, syntax, efc.), meaning aspect (semantics,
pragmatics), functional aspects (discourse analysis), and so on. In a
very simple understanding, it is a scientific major or a discipline in
which language is the subject matter. Language mn this sense is the

human language.

Every human language can be discussed from a start of talking about
the very small unit of sound called ‘phoneme". Phoneme constructs the
small unit of meaningful form, namely, morph. Morph is composed in
such a way according to its own rules to become grammatical words,
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language has been viewed in both
synchronic way s a view which says language i viudied st onc

paricular time. The study of language in this way is focusing on the
analysis of language in a = ngic period of time. Modem linguistics after
PFerdinand de Saussure is primarily interested in the synchronbe view
Dhachronic way of secing language is an analyvsis of the histoncal
development of a language. Thus, on the diachronic axis the analysis of
language can be done going back and forth in tme, walching the
language with all its features change. Figure 1.1.describes the difference

of synchronic and diachronic views.
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Figure I.1.: Synchronic and Diachronic views of language
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Modem linguistics began to develop in
r:arhn.-d.:u golden age in the 19th century when philology,
of linguistics which study about words and the historical development

of words, got its popularity among linguists at that time.
the 18th century was began by the
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The development of linguistics in
precursor of biological evolution. It was the deduction from the idea

stated by Lord Monboddo who analyzed numerous languages. From
this analysis, he introduced the phenomenon of the onomatopoeia - the
counds of animals or birds which become the name of those birds or

animal. In addition, Sir William Jones (1786) had an idea that Sansknt
ical Greek, Latin, Gothic, and Celtic

and Persian were similar to class
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