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Abstraf, - This study wos conducted ot six sampling sites in Separi River llow orea. Results

showed that at all sompling sites the diversiry ofwoter bioto [qs nekto4 planl<ton and benthos) was
categortzed low to moderqte, its homogeneily was low to evenly distributEd, and both dominqnt qnd

not dominont species were fouod. Linear regression equqtion tt show the relationship between frsh
species, plonkton specis and benthos species with some woter qualiry parameters os temperature
(n), rSS (X2), TDS (X3), colour (X4), and turbidiq rx') was qpplied. The equation to show
relationship with fish species is Y = 8,657-0,101 X1 -0,002 X2 4,013 X3 -0,008 X4+ 0,021 XS (r =
0,792; R = 62,48 %); with plankton speci5 is Y = 2551,355 - 69582 X1 '0,101 X2+0,256X3+
0,128X+0362X5 (r = 0372; R = 0,139%); ond with benthos speci* bY = 1356,461-21,310 X1'
0,816 X2+0,153 X3+0,012 X4 -0,2,48 X5 (r = 0,444; R = 19,7 %). Relotionship between fsh species

and some othet woter quality porometers as pH (X1), Do (X2), CoD (x3), and BoDS [X4) is shown
by equqtion Y = - 8,503 -1,105 X1 + 2,054 XZ + 0,04j X3 + 3,501 X4 (r= 0,648; R= 41,9 %).
Phytoplonkt n Irom the class of Chlorophyceae, Cyanophyceae, and Crysophyceae can be used os

bio-indicatots to predict woter pollution. The qualily stdtus of wqter at all somple sites based on
physical, chemicol, qnd biologicdl porameters in overoge was included in Class 4 which means that
the water con only be utilized for crop irrigotion or Ior other uses with similor requiremenB

Kqwords - Biophysicol environmen; Woter Eneironmene separi River

I.IXTRODUCTIOX

Sources of water pollution might come from
industrial activities such as small scale industries,
agriculture, and miningtrl. Most rivers in Asia are highly
polluted with domestig agricultural, and industrial
wastest2l. Indonesia water resources contribute
approximately 6 percent from the world water resources
or about 21 percent from the total water resources in the
Asia Pacific region. However, the availability of clean
water in Indonesia has been being a very serious problem.
Large number of people is still using river water for
drinking bathing and washing. Large number of
households disposes their domestic wastes directly to the
riyer body [ll. In 2008 the majority of rivers in Indonesia
had been monitored and based on Storet met}lod, water
quality crit€ria Class 2, and Government Regulation No
82 /2oo7 were lncluded as heavily polluted. Other rivers
were in slightly to moderately polluted t3l. Thus, the
study on the characteristic, dynamic and ecolory of river
environment becomes very important in lndonesia.

Separi River is a tribut ry of Mahakam River located
in the District of Kutai Kartanegara (Fig.1). The river
provides water source for clean water and to irrigate crop
production centres. As an impact of land use changes
ftom forest to non forest utilization, the watershed area
of Separi River has been degraded and uncovered, and
unable to provide enough water during dry season but
flooded during rainy season, Local community uses
Separi River for domestic, fishery agriculture, and other
activities. Clear cutting vegetation in the watershed area
gave impact on the deterioration of river water quality,
declining the function of river, and changing the water
status. Land clearing for coal mining activities in
watershed area of separi River directly evoked the
increase ofwater turbidity. Apparently, Separi River has
been polluted by waste materials from various activities
occurring along riparian area, and bringing about
negative impacts to the water environmenl welfare ofthe
biota, and human health.
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Parameter, Method, Unit Class (KJ and Location of
Analysis

Table 1.
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Figure 1. Map showing Separi River and its watershed area
in the District of Kutai lGrtanegara

The existing of certain species of water biota may
become a bio-indicator for the status of water qualityt+s,
01. The changes ofbenthos density may be caused by the
increase of human activities, addition of wastes, water
temperature, input of detergents, low transparency, high
conductivity, and high hardness. Many benthic species are
unable to tolerate to the changes of environmental
condition and pollutiontzl, The objectives of this study
are to identiff species of fish, planktorl and benthos and
their diversity as bio-indicator to know the condition of
water quality; to analyze and determine water quality
status and to identify the source of pollutants and their
effect to the quality of river water.

II. METHODOTOGY

A. Lacation and Period

This study was conducted at six sampling sites in
Separi River flow area in the District of Kutai Kartanegara
for about 14 months started from April 2011" to May 2AL2.
It consisted of pre-survey, field samplings carried out
every 2 months for six periods; and water quality and
biota analysis done in situ and ex situ at the laboratory.

B.Abject ond Procedure

1. Sampling for Biophysical Parameters

Water quality parameters measured in this study
are referred [q [B;e;10) for water quality analysis and
procedure [Table 1].

Benthos was collected from the river bottom with
Eikman-dredge 3 times at each six sampling sites. The
benthos mixed with mud was put in a plastic bag and
then sieved with benthos screen for the purpose of
identification. Water samples for plankton analysis
were collected with plankton net and preserved in
glass bottles. Benthos and plankton was identified in
the Laboratory of Environmental Aquaculture, Faculty
of Fisheries and Marine Science, Mulawarman
University and the identification was referred f6[10;11;
12,131.

Fishes were caught using gill net, casting net
fishhook, and scoop neU documented and identified in
situ. Fishes that were unable to identify in sitq were
preserved using ice and identified in the laboratory.
Identification was refeffed to [4;1s' 16]'

2. Storet Method
Storet method is applied to identiff parameGrs that

comply or do not comply with the water quality standard
issued tel. In principle, Storet method is used to define the
quality status of water by comparing the actual measured
values of water quality parameters with the values listed
in the water quality standard t17l. The quality status of
water was determined using value system developed by
EPA (US Environment Protection Agenry) that classified
the quality status of water in four classes [181. See Table 2
below.

Table 2. Classification of water quality status determined using
Storet Method.
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The measured value of a parameter that is lower than
the value in the water quality sLandard is scored zero. If
the measured value does not comply with the value in
the water quality standard (measured value > standard
value), the score is negative and determined according
to the rule. Total negative values of all parameters are
counted and the water quality status is determined using
EPA value system (Table 3). The characteristic ofaquatic
biota inhabiting the water of Separi River was analyzed
using index of diversity, index of homogeneity, index of
dominance, and Simpson's reciprocal index of diversity.
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Table 3. EPA value system to determine the quality stetus of D close to 0: no dominant species in community
water
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d. Simpson's Reciprocal Index of Diversity
Simpson's reciprocal index of diversity is applied to

indicate the level of pollution in the water. The equation
ig[211r

(1-I})=t-I#

Based on this index, tlte level of water pollution can be
classified in three lsvsl5 [zol l.s.;

1 -D >0.8 : slightlypolluted
1 - D = 0.5-0.8 : moderatelypolluted
1-D <0.6 : heavilypolluted

e. Multiple Regression Analysis
Multiple linear regression is used to know the

relationship between the number of fish specieg plankton
species, or benthos species [Y) and some water quality
parameters [Xr, Xz, X:, &, Xs). The multiple linear
regression was applied according ts[22] nnd[23]' Y = a +
brXr + bzXz + baX: + b+& + bsXs

III. RESULT

A. Biophysical Conditian

In the last decade, many coal mining companies
developed in Separi area, since in fact the earth of Separi
contains large coal resources. Wastes from coal mining
activities contaminated water resources and paddy fields.
The turbidity of river water and sedimentation in paddy
fields was increasing. Coal mining activities surrounded
most villages and operated in between river flow. Coal
mining operation starting with land clearing and
destroying land covering vegetations gave negative
impacts to the increasing rate of erosion and to the
extinction of wild species.

The increasing rate of run-off debit during rainy
season will be followed with the increasing intensity of
ground surface erosion, water turbidity, and river bottom
sedimentation. Coal mining activity for long term period
will bring about accumulative negative impacts to the
environment in the form of natural resources
degradation, pollution, increasing turbidity of river water
and sedimentation.
1. Temperature

Water temperature (Fig. 2) in all sample sites
complied with the water quality standard. Temperature
did not fluctuated more than 2 0C, except in Sampling Site
2 that the fluctuation was recorded more than 3 0C. This
may be caused by the fact that the water debit in
Sampling Site 2 was low and no trees grown in river bank
to protect the river water from direct sunlight during day
time.
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Multiple regression analysis was applied to know the
relationship between the number of fish species, plankton
species, or benthos species (Y) and some water quality
parameters [X).
a. Index of Diversity

Formula from Shannon-Wiener (H') was applied to
observe the diversity of species as followstzolr

The diversity of species is determined using the following
criteria:

H' < 1: low species variation, unstable community
ff' 1-3: moderate species variation, moderate
communi$z
!{' >3, high speciesvariatioL stable community

b. Index of Homogeneity
Index of homogeneity illustrating the distribution of

inter-specific individuals in a community was determined
according to formula from Odum[2ol' The E value is used
considering that some species of aquatic biota have an
adaptive behavior to a certain level of pollution. Index of
homogeneity is shown by the following equation:

t!'I =i;EJ

The value of E is ranging from 0 to 1. If E is approaching
1, the inter-specific individuals are evenly distributed.
And in conrrary if E is 0, the inter-specific individuals in
community are not well distributed. The following
criteria are used to define the homogeneity of species:

0.00 < E < 0.50: community in stress condition
0.50 < E< 0.75: community in unstable condition
A.75 < E < 1.00: community in stable condition

c. Index of Dominance
Index of dominance is used to show the domination

of certain species in a community and in this study
Simpson's index of dominance was applied[zo dan z1], as

follows:

u'=-f h=]-*l}l

o=rs
D value ranges from 0 to 1, and the interpretation is
if:
D close to 1: certain species is dominant in
communit5r

a
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water colour. High turbidity will limit the existence of
aquatic biota in water, because it hinders phytoplankton
photosynthesis, disturbs respiration of fish, and even
causes fish death.
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Figure 5. Fluctuation of water colour at all sites in Separi River
flow

Turbidity caused by suspended soil particles seldom
gives direct and prompt effect on fish population.
Turbidity caused by clay will hamper light penetration for
photosynthesis and have bad effect to productivityt24l
Particles deposited on the bottom will cover fish egg and
benthos community.

5. pH

In situ measurement of pH showed that the value of
pH in all sampling sites ranged from 5 to 8, except in
Sampling Site 4, the pH value was 5-6. Referring tr:
Government Regulation No. 82/2001, pH value in
Sampling Site 4 was recorded lower than the value in the
water quality criteria Class 1, 2,and 3 (pH 6-9) but it
conformed with water quality criteria Class 4 [pH 5 - 9).
The low pH is indicating acidity caused by the increase of
carbon dioxide concentration released from the
decomposition of organic matters.
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Figure 2. Fluctuation of water temperature at all sampling
sites in Separi River flow

2. Total Suspended Solids (TSSJ

TSS consists of suspended organic and inorganic
particula[es, and suspended colloids. Concentration [Fig.
3) of TSS at Sample Site 2 was recorded high (400 mClL)
and exceeded the value listed in the water quality
standard Class 4 indicating that the water is only able to
be utilized for any purposes after treated with multilayer
treatmentstsl'
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Figure 3. ConcenEation of TSS at all sampling sites in Separi
River flow

3. Total Dissolved Solids [TDS)
The maximum allowable concentration of TDS (Fig. a)

for water criteria Class 1 to Class 3 is 1000 mg/L, and for
Class 4 is 2000 mg/Ltel. Concentration of TDS in water
may be derived foom rock weathering soil erosion, and
from anthropogenic sources.
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Figure 4. Concentration of TDS at all sampling sites
in Separi River flow

The concentration of TDS exceeding the water quality
standard Class 4 was only detected in Sampling Site 2.
This site is located in between communiQr settlements,
paddy fields, and coal mining operation. The river flow in
this site received wastes from villages, and coal mining
activities. The value of parameters from other sampling
sites still in ranges complied with the water quality
standard.

4. Colour and Turbidity
The concentration of colour (Fig. 5) and turbidity in

Sampling Site 2 was measured high exceeded the value
allowable for the water quality criteria Class 4. The
increase in turbidity was parallel with the changing of
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Figure 6. Water turbidity at all sites in Separi River flow

5. DO, BODs,and COD

Comparing to the water quality standard Class 1" and
2, the concentration of DO in all sampling sites was still in
ranges of allowable minimal value. The value of COD in
almost all sampling sites was still in the value range of
water quality criteria Class 1, 2, and 3. But COD

concentration in Sampling Site 2 was bad and included in
the category ofClass 4. Standard acceptable value ofCOD
according to tel is > 50 - < 100 mg/L for Class 4.

River should provide enough oxygen to decompose
waste organic substances chemically. COD indicates the
total oxygen consumed for the oxidation of easily
degradable organic substances and more resistant
organic matters to release COz and HzO. High
concentration of COD was detected in the water from
Sampling Site 2 with bad water quality condition.
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7. NH:, NO:,and NOz

The concentration of ammonia [NHr-N) was detected
lower than the allowable maximal value listed in the
water quality standard according 1e [8], i.e. 0.5 mg/L.
Nitrite [NO2) concentration detected was also lower than
water quality standard Class 1-3, i.e. 0.06 mg/I. Nitrate
concentration in all sampling sites complied with
maximum allowable concentration written in the water
quality standard Class L - 4 i.e. L0 - 2A mg/L. The
covering of vegetation along riparian area may function
as natural biological filter.

B. Po+-ortho and HzS

The concentration phosphate measured at all sample
sites was increasing exceeding the maximal allowable
value according to the water quality standard of
Government Regulation No. 82/2001. The highest
concentration was recorded in Sampling Site 3 where the
riparian area near this site was utilized for agriculture
activities by local community.

Concentration of hydrogen sulphide in all sample
sites was generally low and in the range of tolerable
concentration i.e. < 0.1 mg/L. Hydrogen sulphide is bad
smell gas and harmful to aquatic organism released from
anaerobic decomposition of organic substances.

9. Coliform and E.coli

Total coliformlL}9 ml in all sampling sites was
recorded below the ambient standard [> 1.000
5.000/ml), except in Sampling Site 2. The total coliform
in Site 2 was counted 4.600/100 ml and included in the
status of Class 2. This result was reasonable since
Sampling Site 2 located near the people settlement.

Total coliform that was even counted low in Sampling
Site 5 is very potential to increase, because the site is also
located near people settlement and crop plantation. Thus
wastes foom domestic activities and agricultural residues
will discharge into the river which frequently flows in low
debit. According to Badiamurti and Muntalif (2013) the
presence of bacterial pathogen in river water can be
identified through the presence of bacterial coliform.

B. Water Quality Status

The analysis of STORET method to determine the
quality status of water showed that the water quality in
all sampling sites did not comply with water quality
standard Class 1 with total score ranged from -44 to -
71 (Table 4J. The water was categorized as heavily
polluted, since the score was > - 31. The water in all
sampling sites is recommended not to be utilized as
source for drinking water or for any other purposes with
the same requirements.

Water quality in sampling site 1, 2, 5, and 6 did not
comply with the water quality standard Class 2 and it
was included as heavily polluted with score ranging
from -32 to -41. Some water quality parameters having
values exceeding the values of water quality standard
Class 2 with worse condition were TSS, TDS, pH,
Colour, DO, BODs, COD, NOz-N, and Po+-ortho. Water
quality in Site 3 and 4 did not meet lhe water quality
standard Class 2 with scores ranging from -17 to -28

ISSN :2252-5271

and it was categorized as moderately polluted. Some
parameters having values exceeding the values of
water quality standard Class 2 at moderate level of
pollution were TSS, colour, pH, DO, BODs, COD, NOz-N,
and Po+-ortho. The water in these sites is suggested
not to be used for recreation related activities,
aquaculture, animal husbandry, crop irrigation, and other
purposes with similar requirements.

Table 4 Analysis of Storet used in determining tte quality
staars of water in Separi River
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The water quality in Sampling Sites 1.,2,3,5 and 5
did not fulfil the water quality standard Class 3 with
scores ranging from -12 to -25, and it was moderately
polluted. Water quality parameters having scores
exceeding the values of water quality standard Class 3

at moderate condition, were TSS, TDS, pH, colour,
BODs, COD, NOz-N, and PO*-ortho. Water quality in Site
3 did not meet the water quality standard Class 3 with
scores -3 and included as slightly polluted. Water
quality parameters having scores exceeding the values
of water quality standard Class 3 at slightly polluted
were colour and NOz-N. The water in all sample sites
except in Site 3, is not recommended to be utilized for
fish culture, animal husbandry, crop irrigation and for
other uses with similar requirements.

Water quality in Sampling Site 2 did not comply
with water quality standard Class 4 with total scores -
11, and included as moderately polluted. Water quality
parameters having scores exceeding the values of
water quality standard Class 4 with moderate
condiEion were TSS, colour, and COD. The water quality
from sampling sites 1, 5 and 6 complied with the water
quality standard Class 4 with scores ranging from -1 to
-5 and categorized slightly polluted. Water quality
parameter having scores exceeding the values of water
quality standard Class 4 at slightly polluted condition
was TSS and colour. Water quality in Sampling Site 3

and 4 was in very good condition and not polluted. The
water in all sampling sites except in Sampling Site 2

was in good condition and can be used to irrigate crops
and for other uses with similar requirements.

C. Aquatic Biota

1. Fish Community

Fish has an ability to respond the changes of water
quality and may become an indicator for water pollution.
From 149 total individuals of fish caught in all sampling
sites, 23 species of fish from 9 families was successfully
identified. Almost half of all species or as many as 11
species came from the class of Cyprinidae as a specific
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character of river fish in Indonesia. The most abundant
species caught in Sampling Site 3 were Labioborbus

festivus and Pqrachela oxygostrordes (class Cyprinidae),
and Ompok bimaculatus (class Siluridae). The abundant
species caught in Sampling Site 1 and 5 was
C! c I o c h e il i ch tys ap og o n from class Cyp ri nid ae (Tab le 5).

Cyprinids include as fast swimming fish and have an
ability to adapt with flowing stream. The species is able
to move fast avoiding extreme condition in water and
looking for safer environment. The fish caught from
Sampling Site 3 where aquatic weeds densely growing
were specifically more diverse.

This study found that the number of individual and
species of fish was distributed almost evenly in all
sampling sites, except in Sampling Site 3. The riparian
area in Sampling Site 3 was covered by dense vegetation
and received less pollution, so it provided good habitat
for various species of to grow.

The characteristic of aquatic biota in all sampling
sites based on their diversity (H'J, homogeneity (EJ, and
dominance [D) was similar, except at Sampling Site 2. At
all sample sites except at Sample Site 2, the diversity of
fish was moderate, and the homogeneity (EJ was
distributed or stable, and no dominant species was
found. Although at some sampling sites there was a

difference in total individual and species of fish, but the
diversity was averagely moderate and the homogeneity
was evenly distributed. The diversity and homogeneity
of fish species at Sampling Site 2 was low and unstable
and dominated by certain species. Fish catch in this site
was the lowest due probably to the worse water quality
condition caused by high turbidity, shallow water, and
low flow debit. Coal mining wastes flowing into this site
worsened the condition of water quality for the welfare
of aquatic organisms.

Table 5. Structure of fish populaUon at six sampling sites in
Separi River

ISSN :2252-5271

Fish species capable to adapt with relatively
extreme environment because they have arborescence
organ (an additional respiratory organ) are species from
the class of Channidae, Clariidae, and Siluridae. Fish
adaptable to inhabit the dark and turbid habitat are
species from the class of Bagridae, Synbranchidae, and
Eleotrididae species. Relationship between the number
of flsh species [Y) and temperature (XrJ, TSS [Xz), TDS

[X:), colour (Xa), and turbidity [Xs) is shown by the
following equation Y = 8,657-0,101 X1-0,002 X2 -
0,013 Xg-0,008 &+ 0,021Xs. (r = 0,792;R = 0,628). And
the relationship with pH [XrJ, DO (Xz), COD (X:), and BODs
(&) is indicated by equation Y = - 8,503 -1,105 Xr + 2,054
X2 + 0,043 X3 + 3,501 Xa. [r = 0,648; R = 0,419). The
relationship between number of fish species and the
mentioned water quality parameters is positively and
fairly strong.

As indicated by the reciprocal index of Simpson
diversity, the water in Sampling Site 2 was categorized as
heavily polluted with diversity index of 0.3. The diversity
index of water in Sampling Site 1, 5, and 6 ranged from
0.74 to 0.79 indicating that the water was moderately
polluted. The water in Sampling Site 3 and 4 was slightly
polluted with average diversity index of 0.87.

2. Plankton Community

Plankton in water affects the life of other organisms
since plankton are source of food for others like fish.
Phytoplankton species from the class of Cyanophyceae
and Crysophyceae were identified almost in all sampling
sites (Table 5J and zooplankton species was mostly
identified from the Class Mastigophora fTable 7).

Table 6. Stucture of phytoplanlton population at all
sampling sircs in Separi River
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Relationship between the number of plankton species
(Y) and some water quality parameters as temperature
[Xr), TSS [XzJ, TDS (X3J, colour(Xa), and turbidity (Xs) is
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shown by equationY = 2551,355 - 69,582 Xr - 0,101 Xz +
0,256 X3 + 0,128 Xq- 0,362 Xs with weak relationship [r =
0,372). The weak relationship in this case is reasonable
since plankton is microorganism greatly affected by water
flow. The water quality in all sampling sites was also very
changeable from time to time and hardly related to the
presence of certain species of plankton. The high
turbidity of water flow was not favourable either for the
growth of planktory especially phytoplankton.

lf the diversity index of Shannon-Wiener [H') is used
to predict water pollution, the water quality at all
sampling sites was found moderately polluGd with index
values ranging from 2.06 to 2.93. And if the Simpson
diversity index is used, the level of water pollution at all
sampling sites was slightly polluted with index values
ranging from 0.86 to 0.93.

Saprobic index can be used also to know the level of
dependency of certain species on its source of nutritiory
and thus to relate the abundance of plankton to the level
of water pollution. ln this study, the species Closterium
spp includes a-mesosaprobic [high level pollutionJ
plankton and Pediastrum biwae dan Spirogyra sp. are p-
mesosaprobic (moderate level pollution) plankton.
Staurastrum longiradiatum and Ulothrix aequalis includes
as oligosaprobik low level pollution) plankton. Saprobic
systems currently are applied in European countries but
there are no concrete activities (according to the
knowledge of the authors) tzsl.

Table 7. Sb:ucture of zooplankton population at all
sampling sites in Separi River
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identified at all sample sites. Species of plankton that
produces mucous, changes water colour, and excretes
corrosive substance in water is Oscillatoria sp. Nitzschia
sp fCrysophyceae) is an indicator for water pollution lze!.

Plankton Melosira sp [Crysophyceae] was only found
at Sampling Site 1. Melosirq is one species of
phyroplankton that can be found in glsxn w21s1 [26]'

Sampling Site 1 is located at the mouth of Separi River
where the water flow foom Separi River meets tle water
flow of Mahakam River. The wa[er flow from Separi River
was generally more turbid than the water flowing from
Mahakam River. Thus the water quality at this site was
very changeable between bad to good condition
influenced greatly by the movement of tide, Nitzschia sp
(CrysophyceaeJ identified at Sampling Site L was an
indicator to show that the water in this site was polluted
too. Plankton Navicula sp (CrysophyceaeJ was only
identified at Sampling Site 2, 5 and 6 and Oscillatoria sp
(Cyanophyta_), Spirogyra fChlorophyceae), Navicula sp
and Nifzscftia sp (Crysophyceae_) are bio-indicators to
predict water pollution [26]'

4. Benthos Community

There were only 3 families of benthos identified in
Separi River bottom i.e. Gastropoda, Pelerypoda, dan
Oligochaeta (Table 8). Pleurocera acula from class
Gastropoda was found at all sample sites, but Lumbricus
sp from class Oligochaeta was only identified at Sampling
Site 3. Diversity Index [H') of benthos at Sampling Site 1,
2, 3, and 5 ranged from 0 to 0.89 indicating that almost all
sample sites in this study had low benthos diversity, low
distribution of individual species per m2, and low stability
of benthos community. Sample Site 4 and 6 had moderate
diversity, moderate distribution of individual species per
m2, and moderate stability of benthos community. At
Sampling Site 5 was found very few benthos species,
because at the time of sampling there was an activity of
river normalization in the form of river bottom dredging
and river widening by land cutting and sliding.

Table 8. Structure of benthos population at all
sampling sites in Separi River
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sp. from class Crysophyceae \ /as plankton species
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was in stress condition. The benthos at Sampling Site 6
with the score of A.73 showed that the benthos
community was in unstable condition, and at Sampling
Site 1, 2, and 4 with the scores ranging from 0.81 to 0.89,
the benthos community was stable and evenly distributed.
The score for index of dominance ranging from 0.33 to
0.48 at Sampling Sites 1, 2, 4, and 6, and ranging from
0.96 to 1.00 at Sampling Site 3 and 5 showed that was no
dominant species of benthos in the community.

Linear equation showing relationship between the
number of benthos species IYJ and temperature (Xr), TSS
(Xz), TDS (X:), colour (Xr), and turbidity (Xs) was
Y = 1355,46L-2L,3LO Xr-0,815 Xz+0,153 Xa+0,012 & -

0,248 Xs {r = 0,444 and R = L9,7 o/o). Habeeba et al.
(201,2) found that some benthos families had negative
relationship with temperature and TDS as for example for
Oligochaeta, and had positive relationship with
transparency, TD$ and water depth as for Cladocera.

Based on reciprocal diversity index for benthos, it
was found that the level of water pollution at all sampling
sites was categorized as moderately to heavily polluted
water with average score of 0.67. The water was heavily
polluted if the index < 2161. The water is moderately and
heavily polluted if the diversity index is < 1 and in
between 1-3 t+;sl'

IV. CONCLUSION

Based on this study the condition of biophysical
environment of Separi River in the District Kutai
Kartanegara may be concluded as follows:
1. The diversity of aquatic biota ffish, plankton, and

benthos) at all sample sites was in low to moderate
category their homogeneity was in low to evenly
distributed category and both dominant and not
dominant category of species were found.

2. Fish from class Siluridae and Bagridae can still be
found in the water with category of moderately
polluted Class 4.

3. Phytoplankton from class Chlorophyceae {Spyrogira
sp), Cyanophyceae (Oscilatoria sp), Chrysophyceae
(Nitzschia sp and Navicula sp) can be used as bio-
indicators to predict water pollution

4. Based on reciprocal index of plankton diversity, the
water at all sampling sites was included as slightly
polluted, but based on benthos diversity t}re water at
all sampling sites was categorized as moderately to
heavily polluted.

5. The quality status of water at all sampling sites based
on physical, chemical, and biolory parameters was
included in the category of Class 4, indicating that the
water can be utilized only to irrigate agricultural crops
or for other uses with similar requirements.

5. Coal mining operations in the watershed area of
Separi River and the activities of river normalization
by dredging land cutting and sliding and land clearing
gave negative impacts to forest stands and aquatic
biota.

7. The pollution of water environment caused by wastes
released from soil erosion and coal mining activities

ISSN :2252-5211

brought about disadvantages for local people as water
users living in the riparian area,
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